























10.8 Schools
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The Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) is an autonomous, international institute established in 1959 to
help meet the growing need for advanced engineering education in Asia. Since that time, AIT has
become an active partner in the promotion of technological change and development in the region.
Academic programs at AIT are conducted at the doctoral, master, diploma and certificate levels by the
following schools:

0 School of Engineering and Technology
0 School of Environment, Resources and Development

10.8.1 School of Engineering and Technology (SET)

School of Engineering and Technology (SET) is the synergistic integration in November 2005 of the two
former Schools, namely, the School of Civil Engineering (SCE) and the School of Advanced Technologies
(SAT). Historically, these two schools came into existence only in January 1993 when the Institute
reorganized the need to reform its academic structure from smaller-sized units called "Divisions" to
larger bodies named "Schools".

The School of Civil Engineering (SCE) represents the legacy of AIT when it was established with a single
field of study in Hydraulics Engineering. Subsequently, other civil engineering fields of study were
launched to assist the recovery from the ravages of the Second World War. SCE emphasized on a
learning process that combines theoretical problem-solving and real life application of engineering




principles. Its research orientation was outward-looking, addressing the actual and anticipated needs
of the built environment.

The School of Advanced Technologies (SAT) consisted of fields of study that were launched in response
to the needs of the regional industrialization in the second and third decades of AIT's existence. The
School was committed to being international, multidisciplinary centers of excellence in Information,
Communications, Industrial Systems, and Space Technologies through education, research and
outreach.

The new School of Engineering and Technology amalgamating the School of Civil Engineering (SCE) and
the School of Advanced Technologies (SAT) will strive to create synergies between the activities of the
two former schools to build up world-class multidisciplinary and cross-disciplinary education, research
and outreach activities across the boundaries of traditional fields of knowledge. More interdisciplinary
programs shall be launched so faculty members can work effectively across the disciplinary walls. The
new school will enhance its academic portfolio by emphatically injecting the "5I" features namely
internationality, innovation, integration, information technology and industrial partnership.

10.8.2 School of Environment, Resources and Development (SERD)

* Asian Institute of Technology

The School of Environment, Resources and Development (SERD) established in 1993 by amalgamating
the Divisions of Agriculture and Food Engineering, Environmental Engineering, Human Settlements and
Energy Technology, is now composed of ten fields of study - Agricultural Systems and Engineering,
Aquaculture and Aquatic Resources Management, Food Engineering and Bioprocess Technology,
Energy, Environmental Engineering and Management, Pulp and Paper Technology, Gender and
Development Studies, Natural Resources Management, Regional and Rural Development Planning and
Urban Environmental Management.

In the 2012-2013 ranking of the best 4000 Master's and MBA Programs in 30 specializations at 1000
business schools and universities in 154 countries, The Master of Agribusiness Management program
was deemed the world's best in the category of Master's in Agribusiness / Food Industry Management.




10.9 News at AIT & Graduation

10.9.1 1215t AIT Graduation Ceremony

121st graduation held at AIT conference center on 23rd May 2014. On that day 68 Sri Lankan students
from SAITM graduated, amongst many others from different nationalities, as the second group of
honors graduates in Bachelor of Engineering (BSc. Eng Hons.) Moreover, SAITM students secured 16
First Class Honors, 21 Second Class Upper Division Honors and 21 Second Class Lower Division Honors
engineering degrees. Out of the 68 SAITM students, 30 graduated as Civil & Infrastructure Engineers,
24 as Mechatronics Engineers, 7 Industrial Engineers, 4 Telecommunication Engineers and 2 as
Electronics Engineers. The excellent performance of Sri Lankan students is a tribute to the immense
efforts taken by SAITM faculty of Engineering and AIT to maintain the academic quality and standards
along with the infrastructure made available, in par with the best in the world thus help producing high
quality engineers who will be world class professionals.




119t AIT Graduation Ceremony

23rd May 2013 will be marked as a historical day at the Asian
Institute of Technology (AIT), Bangkok, Thailand. On that day 40
Sri Lankan students graduated, amongst many others from
different nationalities, as the first group of honors graduates in
Bachelor of Engineering (BSc. Eng Hons.) at the 119th
graduation held at AIT conference center. Moreover, Sri Lankan
students secured 13 First Class Honors, 8 Second Class Upper
Division Honors and two Sri Lankan students, Ms. Thamali
Gunaratne and Mr. Imthishan Mohammed Thasleem bagging the
most outstanding Civil Engineering student and most
outstanding Mechatronics Engineering student awards
respectively. Out of the 40 Sri Lankan students 24 graduated as
Civil & Infrastructure Engineers, 13 as Mechatronics Engineers
and 3 as Electronics Engineers.

119"AIT Graduation Ceremony
23 May 2013

The excellent performance of Sri Lankan students is a tribute to the immense efforts taken by SAITM

faculty of Engineering and AIT to maintain the academic
quality and standards along with the infrastructure made
available, in par with the best in the world thus help producing
high quality engineers who will be world class professionals.

Of those who graduated from AIT at the 119th graduation in
2013, 13 students secured 100% scholarships, 8 students 75%
scholarships and 10 students 50% scholarships to pursue
Masters degree in the chosen fields of study at AIT which is a
record for any university in Sri Lanka.




10.9.2 The AIT Alumni Community

The AIT alumni community is a global network of science, technology and management leaders and
entrepreneurs.

Out of the 19,850 alumni who have graduated from Asian Institute of Technology since 1959, 14,491
are male and 5,359 are female. Approximately 90 percent of AIT alumni remain in Asia and have
formed a strong workforce and economic base for their respective countries.

Recent landscape changes in higher education have lead to a stronger competition from national
universities heavily funded by local governments. This prompts AIT to seriously review its mission and
consider a structural transformation in all contexts. After its first 50 years of existence, alumni network
is AIT's most important asset. What AIT has achieved over the past 50 years is exactly what other top-
ranked regional universities have been longing for - a truly international community of faculty and
students, and a global network of alumni.
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